
Devotion for the 5th Sunday in Lent                                               March 29, 2020 
 

Notes:   Speak or sing along with the hymn, or have your kids youtube a version. If you’re using this 

alone, read (and / or sing) the whole thing; if you have several people, have one person act as the leader 

and the rest can respond. 
 
 

Opening Hymn      Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled   CWS #759:1-2     
 
Refrain:   Do not let your hearts be troubled;  

have faith in God and faith in me.  

I will go forth to prepare a place for you;  

then I’ll come back to take you with me,  

that where I am, you may also be. 
 
1  In God’s house there are many places  

For you alone to dwell in safety.                         

You know the way to where I’ll lead you;  

If you are lost, I will show the way.  Refrain 
 
2  I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life;  

Only through me can you know what I know.  

If you knew me, you would know the Father; 

If you see me, you see your God. Refrain 

 
 
Opening 
 
L:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.  

 
 
Confession 
 
L: We confess our sins. 

All:  Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I have sinned 

against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not loved you with my whole 

heart; I have not loved others as I should. I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am 

deeply sorry for them.     
 

silence for private confession 
  
L: Jesus says to his people: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.” His death paid for the 

guilt of our sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this?  

All:  Yes, I believe.  
 
M:  Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, our sins are forgiven. We can be assured that we are 

dear children of God and heirs of eternal life.  



Luther’s Morning Prayer  
 
All: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have kept me  

this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my 

doings and life may please You. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. 

Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 
 
Devotion              John 11:17-27, 38-45 
 
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now  

Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to 

meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know 

that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though 

they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the 

world.” 

….38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 

entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been 

there four days.” 
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard 

me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that 

they may believe that you sent me.” 
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, 

his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 

him. 

 

Due to technical difficulties, we were unable to record the audio of the devotion that follows…if you’re 

following along, please press “pause” for the devotion. 

 

Mary and Martha knew Jesus well enough to have a glimmer of hope when their brother Lazarus took 

sick. They were good friends with Jesus. They knew Jesus’ capability to heal the sick and his willingness to 

help. So when their brother’s condition became serious, they sent word to Jesus. If he could just get there 

in time, they thought, maybe he could save their brother. 

 



But when we read the first verses of John 11, it’s a bit strange to find out that when Jesus got the 

message about his critically ill friend, he doesn’t drop what he’s doing and head for Bethany. Rather, he 

stayed around for another two days, then took his time traveling to Bethany.  

 

And there’s where we pick up the story. Lazarus had gotten too sick and he had died. Not only did Jesus 

miss the opportunity to heal him, he even missed the funeral! Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days 

when Jesus arrived with his disciples.  

 

When he arrived, he met Martha…and her conversation with Jesus is well-known. It’s one of the Scripture 

readings at committal services and is often used at funerals, because Jesus gives us the solid comfort that 

all who believe in him will never die. And then Jesus asks Martha the million-dollar question: “Do you 

believe this?”  

 

The fields of science and medicine have come up with treatments and medications for all kinds of 

diseases and sicknesses: pneumonia, high blood pressure; Celiacs disease; depression. I don’t doubt that, 

given enough time and resources, they will come up with a vaccine for this Coronavirus we’re dealing 

with.  Once a diagnosis is made, doctors can usually help, sometimes even cure your problems. With 

medication or a procedure or a surgery or a replacement.   

 

But what about Mary and Martha’s problem?  Their brother didn’t have high blood pressure or Celiacs 

disease. He was dead. What about loved ones who experience fatal  accidents and tragedies and heart-

wrenching, life-ending cancers and other diseases?  There’s no prescription, no procedure that will heal 

death. But Jesus will. When Jesus makes a promise and then asks “Do you believe this?” we don’t need 

any more encouragement to do just that. We have before us today the answer to the problem of death:  

“Believe in Jesus, and you will never die.”  

 

In the verses before our text, we hear Jesus’ reply to the message that his friend Lazarus was very sick. He 

said, “This sickness will not end in death.”  He wasn’t just talking about this specific friend. He was 

talking about all his friends in faith. That’s why he told Martha “He who believes in me will live, even 

though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”  

 

Death has been a given…a curse on the human race ever since the fall into sin. The fact that “flesh gives 

birth to flesh” assures each one of us that we are destined to die. Isaiah wrote that all men are like grass 

and the flowers of the field.” What happens to them?  They eventually wither and die. 

 

So it shouldn’t surprise us that when Jesus arrived on the scene in Bethany that Lazarus had died. If he  

wouldn’t have died then, he would have died some other time. At any rate, when Martha heard that 

Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him. And that’s when Jesus gave her the solution to the problem 

of death. Jesus promises “Believe in me, and you will never die.” 

 

After this brief conversation with Martha, everyone heads to the tomb: No one can argue that Lazarus 

was really dead. Not close to death. …not unconscious…but dead. The body was actually starting to smell 



from decay.  There’s a large stone laid across the entrance.  “Take away the stone”  he says. Then Jesus 

calls in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  And Lazarus does exactly that, strips of cloth still wrapped 

around him.  Life from death, walking out of that tomb.  Made alive by Jesus, the Son of God, the ONLY 

One who can do so. 

 

Some day, Jesus is going to say that again--only this time, with your name!  And the name of your loved 

one who has died in the Lord.  “Lillian, come out!”  “Martin, come out!”  Your brother, your daughter, 

your husband, your wife--all those who die in the Lord, who die in faith--Christ will raise their bodies from 

the dead at the last day.  That fact brings comfort to us. Death is not as bad as we make it out to be for 

those who believe in Jesus as the Resurrection and the Life.  Christ will raise your dead body to rejoin the 

soul to live forever in heaven.   

 

It’s no coincidence that we should have this account of Lazarus’ resurrection so close to the suffering, 

death and resurrection of Jesus himself.  Chronologically in Jesus’ life, this happens right before Jesus’ 

entrance into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. We have it here because it’s a preview of what is going to 

happen on Easter. It doesn’t matter if we celebrate it this year in the way we’re accustomed to or not. 

Easter is a historical event that happened some 2,000 years ago that proves that Jesus has power over 

sin, the devil, and even the last enemy….death. Even though Jesus was dead in the grave, which is what 

had to happen as the punishment for our sins, he took back his life on Easter Sunday so that he could 

rightly say, “Believe in me, and you’ll never die.”   

 

 
 
Prayer  
          
L: Dear Lord, we come before you today, bringing you our worries and fears and seeking comfort 

and peace from your unfailing love in Christ Jesus. We admit that we have taken so many of your 

blessings for granted in the good times in our lives. Now it has taken a tiny yet devastating virus  

to remind us how small, fragile and powerless we really are. Forgive us all our sins for Jesus’ sake.  
 

Teach us, dear Lord, in times like this, to look to the cross where you reveal your love and power 

to save. Send us your Holy Spirit, so that our faith might be strengthened and so we can see that 

you have given us all that really matters: forgiveness, faith, salvation, and an eternal home in 

heaven.  
 
Grant wisdom to the world’s leaders and health care professionals so that their actions may 

prevent illness and save lives. Bring this health threat to an end according to your gracious will, 

working it out for our greater good- to remind people everywhere of their need for you, so you 

can meet all their needs in Christ. Calm our fears and increase our confidence, as we rely on your 

grace and pray the prayer Jesus taught us… 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 



forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Closing Hymn                 God Be with You till We Meet Again   CW #327 

 

1  God be with you till we meet again, 

By his counsels guide, uphold you, 

With his sheep securely fold you— 

God be with you till we meet again. 
 

Refrain:   Till we meet, Till we meet, 

Till we meet at Jesus’ feet. 

Till we meet, Till we meet— 

God be with you till we meet again. 
 
2  God be with you till we meet again, 

’Neath his wings protecting hide you, 

Daily manna still provide you— 

God be with you till we meet again. Refrain 

 
 
Blessing 
 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. Amen.  

 
 
Closing Hymn               God Be with You Till We Meet Again   CW #327 
 
1  God be with you till we meet again, 

By his counsels guide, uphold you, 

With his sheep securely fold you— 

God be with you till we meet again. 
 
Refrain:    Till we meet, Till we meet, 

Till we meet at Jesus’ feet. 

Till we meet, Till we meet— 

God be with you till we meet again. 
 
2  God be with you till we meet again, 

’Neath his wings protecting hide you, 

Daily manna still provide you— 

God be with you till we meet again.  Refrain 

 

 

 



 

 

The following link is a song from a WELS group called Koine. As we approach Holy Week, still uncertain of 

what form our Holy Week worship will take, the beautiful text and accompanying artwork reminds us of 

Jesus’ love as he journeyed toward the cross…”Jesus, Refuge of the Weary.”   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ej96J0ipfpI&list=PLnMffBqnGus2CvFvV78-p31mBkBP582zI&index=47 

 

 

 

 

In Our Prayers    The family of Gail Kurtz, whose brother Charles was called home to heaven  

this past Monday afternoon; Andrew Bublitz, Gail Kurtz’s nephew who is in critical condition in the ICU at St. 

Luke’s in Milwaukee; also Theresa Ehlers, who is undergoing treatment for cancer.   
 
Thanks to a number of people who are trying to overcome Pastor Bode’s lack of technology knowledge and who 

contributed to putting together the brief video devotion this morning: Bonnie Herman, Lily Musack, Christa 

Musack, Anna Bode, Vicki Bartelt and Steve Galleske.  
 
Current News from Zion   For devotions, Sunday School lessons and activities and for more information on Zion’s 

response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19), go to www.zionallenton.org  
 
Free Forward in Christ   Since not too many people are making it to church these days, Northwestern Publishing 

House is making the April edition of the Forward in Christ available for free online. Go to www.wels.net and click 

on the link. It may not be the same as holding one in your hands, but it’s the next best thing. If you would like a 

real copy, stop in at church and you’ll find them on the table in the fellowship hall, along with an excellent Holy 

Week devotional booklet, April church calendars, etc…  As always, if you would like me to drop off anything at 

your home, bring the Lord’s Supper or have a please call or text at 262.483.0407.  
 
Contact Information   Since it’s hard to cover all of our members through just one communication method, we’re 

trying several different ways. We have e-mail addresses for many of our members, so if we have your correct 

address, you should have received an e-mail from Pastor last week and another one last night. For those who did 

not receive an e-mail, you somehow found out about these communications….maybe via facebook or by checking 

our church web page. Keep checking that social media If you have an e-mail address but did not receive any e-

mail, PLEASE contact Pastor Bode and give him your address so we can update our records.  
 
Council Meeting   The Council met this past Thursday to discuss worship plans going forward. Although the desire 

is to have a normal Holy Week worship schedule, everything depends on government restrictions and common 

sense. That being the case, next week’s worship services have been cancelled, but we’re holding out a little hope 

for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. If that is not possible, God-willing we will be able to do a 

video worship service for each of the Holy Week services. Stay tuned to facebook and our church web page for 

the latest details.  
 
Offerings    The Apostle Paul never had to deal with COVID-19.  But he did understand the need for Christians to 

support each other and the Lord’s work. He gave the following advice to the Corinthians which is especially fitting 

now: “On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your 

income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.” 1 Corinthians 16:2.  
 
Thank you to those who have dropped off offerings, sent them in the mail, or signed up for online giving. The 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ej96J0ipfpI&list=PLnMffBqnGus2CvFvV78-p31mBkBP582zI&index=47
http://www.zionallenton.org/
http://www.wels.net/


fellowship hall is open and the pastor is there more often than not these days if you’d like to drop off an 

envelope. Our mailing address is 6430 County Road D, Allenton, WI 53002 for those who would like to mail it. And 

those who would like to sign up for online giving may do so by going to our web page www.zionallenton.org, 

clicking on the green button, and following the instructions.  

  

Alternate Worship Opportunities 

 

 WELS Devotions   https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/ 

 David’s Star, Jackson   https://livestream.com/accounts/2886471  

 St. Paul, Menomonie   https://m.facebook.com/stpaulsmenomonie/?ref=bookmarks  

 St. Andrew, Middleton St-andrew-online.org/onlineworship 

 

 Time of Grace on Your TV (https://timeofgrace.org/) 

 WTMJ (NBC 4) Saturday night, 12:00 a.m. 

 WBME (MeTV 41 and 58.2) Sunday, 7:00 a.m. 

 WDJT (CBS 58) Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 

 Charter Channel 127 

 DIRECTV Channel 369 

 Dish TV Channel 263 

 

WTKM Radio (104.9)  9 a.m. on Sunday  

 

http://www.zionallenton.org/
https://wels.net/serving-you/devotions/
https://livestream.com/accounts/2886471
St.%20Paul,%20Menomonie%09%09%09https:/m.facebook.com/stpaulsmenomonie/?ref=bookmarks
http://st-andrew-online.org/onlineworship?fbclid=IwAR1V533r6o-742GEwX4UqqglYk60oph6EAYFyn_rDKUir82WOl3o1Zp7dNo
https://timeofgrace.org/

